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MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR NO: 2018-03-01-045

TO: ALL PRESIDENTS OF COMPONENT, SPECIALTY
DIVISIONS, SUB-SPECIALTY AND  AFFILIATE
SOCIETIES

CC: PMA BOARD OF GOVERNORS

DATE : MARCH 1, 2018

SUBJECT: DATA PRIVACY ACT COMPLIANCE-PHASE 1 AND 11

Greetings!

The Philippine Medical Association and several Specialty Societies
have met with representatives of the National Privacy Commission
(“NPC”) last 28 February 2018 to discuss issues in connection with the
Data Privacy Act of 2012 and the NPC’s issuances, specifically the
registration of the data processing systems on or before 08 March
2018.

(1) Registration of Data Processing Systems by Physicians

Not all physicians are required to register.

The registration of data processing systems is required for those
personal information controllers (PIC), such as individual
physicians, falling under any of the following condition(s):

(a) those physicians who employ at least two hundred fifty
(250) or more employees; or

(b) those physicians who process sensitive personal
information of at least one thousand (1,000) individuals;

Note: Processing under the Data Privacy Act refers to any
operation or set of operations performed upon personal
information including, but not limited to, the collection,
recording, organization, storage, updating or modification,
retrieval, consultation, use, consolidation, blocking, erasure
or destruction of data.




Should a physician fall under any of the above criteria, he or
she is required to register his data processing systems at the NPC
website, privacy.gov.phiregistration/ on or before 8 March 2018.
The registration process involves two (2) phases:

Phase 1 of the registration of data processing
systems involves the designation of the PIC’s Data
Protection Officer (‘DPO”). In this case, the individual
physician as a PIC is the de facto DPO. For additional
information, please refer to the NPC Advisory No. 2017-

01 on the “Designation of the Data Protection Officer”.

The form for the registration is available in the NPC

website. The generated registration form must be printed,

notarized and submitted to the National Privacy

Commission, 5" FIr. Delegation Bidg., Philippine

International Convention Center Complex, Roxas Bivd.

Pasay City.

Phase 2 of the registration involves the actual
registration of a physician’s data processing systems
online. After the Phase 1 registration, he or she will
receive an email from the NPC, as well as instructions on
how to register his or her data processing systems.

We note that physicians who do not meet any of the
aforementioned criteria for mandatory registration but decide to
register are encouraged to do so under the voluntary registration
option.

(2) Registration of Data Processing Systems by Hospitals and
related Organizations

All hospitals and related organizations that fall under Appendix
1 of NPC Circular 17-01 are required to register:

"The National Privacy Commission determines, for
the limited purpose of mandatory registration under NPC
Circular 17-01, that the following sectors or institutions
are considered PICs or PIPs involved in the processing
of personal data that is likely to pose a risk to the rights
and freedoms of data subjects and/or where the
processing is not occasional:

XXX



6. HOSPITALS INCLUDING _PRIMARY _CARE
FACILITIES, MULTI-SPECIALTY CLINICS,
CUSTODIAL _CARE_FACILITIES, DIAGNOSTIC OR
THERAPEUTIC _ FACILITIES, SPECIALIZED _ OUT
PATIENT FACILITIES, AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS
PROCESSING GENETIC DATA” (Emphasis supplied)

We will continue to dialogue with the NPC to clarify our
concerns. We would appreciate if you bring to our attention any issues
or suggestions with regard to compliance to the Data Privacy Act.
Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Kifo vra
B O P. ATIENZA, M.D.
Secretary General



